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MyAcademicID is/has been all about

• Outlining mobility related use cases

• Agreeing on the specficiations of the ESI

• Defining how the ESI can be best transported from A to B

• Building a first bridge with the citizen eID eIDAS

• Designing a single interface for authenticating students

• Implementing the authentication interface on some of the use cases
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Identification & Authentication

https://www.lucidchart.com/documents/edit/f8b1a241-f39b-42b4-b546-7529e28f73a2/0?callback=close&v=560&s=612
https://www.lucidchart.com/documents/edit/f8b1a241-f39b-42b4-b546-7529e28f73a2/0?callback=close&v=560&s=612
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So after numerous 
meetings…



A blueprint architecture was approved and released for the
higher education community

A bridge between the Swedish eIDAS node and eduGAIN was
established and moved into production

An authentication proxy linking to eduGAIN, eIDAS (and other OIDC 
IdPs) was created

https://www.myacademic-id.eu/images/MyAID_Blueprint_Architecture_Final.pdf


That’s all very well, but how does it work? 
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• Globally Unique: Each student should be uniquely 
identified across organizational and national 
boundaries

• Persistent: The identifier should follow the student 
during her/his time of studies

• Non-targeted: The identifier should be the same for 
all services involved in the student mobility 
processes

• Protocol neutral: The identifier should not change 
value depending on the protocol used. For example, 
it should be the same regardless is SAML or OpenID 
Connect is used

• Data transport neural: The identifier should not 
change value depending on how it is transported.

• Privacy preserving: The identifier should not be 
used to track the students’ activities across services









European Student Identifier

urn:schac:personalUniqueCode:int:esi:auth.gr:23456790G

Namespace for the
European Student Identifier

schacHomeOrganization Student 
Identifier

ESI with HEI-wide scope student code

https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier

https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier


European Student Identifier

urn:schac:personalUniqueCode:int:esi:hr:23456790G

Namespace for the
European Student Identifier

Country code Student 
Identifier

ESI with nation-wide (or region-wide) scope student code

https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier

https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier




Benefits

• Secure and seamless 

exchange of information

• Reliable student 

identification and 

authentication

• Reuse of existing digital 

structures

• Online management of 

mobility process

• Access to e-services 

through single sign-on

• Reinforced student 

status

• Reduced administrative 

burden
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